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No Charge 

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swarni Prabhupada 

We do not want anything as 
personal remuneration. That is 
the secret of this movement. 
Every member and worker 
/""■•-..., \\\ must learn to sacrifice for God's 
L <\ sake. That is the principle of 
this movement. $$ 

— Letter to R. Prakash 22 June 1951. 

The Internal and External 
Reasons for Gaura Avatara 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swarni Maharaja 

Srila Narottam Das Thakur has sung 
(Prarthana 39.1): 

gaurangera madhura-lila, jar karne pravesila, 
hrdoya nirmala bhelo tar 

The pastimes of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
are madhura, very, very sweet. If one is for- 
tunate enough to hear those pastimes from 
the lips of a pure devotee of Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu then his heart will be puri- 
fied. Therefore Srila Kaviraj Goswami says 
that if you want to know Lord Chaitanya 
in truth you must bow down to all of his 
pure confidential devotees. 



Caitanya-caritamrta {adi 4.226) states: 

sei dvare pravartaila kali-yuga-dharma 
caitanyera dasejane ei saba marma 

Thus he (Krishna in the form of Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu) initiated the dharma for the age 
of Kali. The devotees of Lord Chaitanya know 
all these truths. 

What is the dharma for Kali-yuga? Hari- 
ndma-sankirtana. Srila Vrindavan Das Thakur 
has described (C.b. adi 2.22): 

kali-yuge dharma haya hari-sankirtana 
etad arthe avatirna sri sacinandana 

Sachinandan, Lord Chaitanya, the father of hari- 
sankirtana, appears for this purpose — to teach 
the chanting of the holy name. 

Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu distributed love 
for Krishna. He was very, very merciful. 
Caitanya-caritamrta (adi 4.225) states: 

sn-krsna-caitanya gosani rasera sadana 
asesa-visese kaila rasa asvadana 

Lord Sri Krishna Chaitanya is the abode of 
rasa. He himself tasted the sweetness of rasa 
in endless ways; he tasted it himself and he 
distributed it. 

Most Merciful 

Rupa Goswami says (in Cc. madhya 19.53): 

namo maha-vadanyaya krsna-prema-pradaya te 
krsnaya krsna-caitanya-namne gaura-tvise namah 



next column 
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We offer obeisances to Gaura because he is 
the most munificent incarnation. He is freely 
giving krsna-prema, love of Krishna. 

Krishna has innumerable incarnations. But 
when Krishna and his incarnations come to 
this material world, they never give this 
prema. It is only given in caitanya-avatara — 
when he comes as Lord Chaitanya. 500 years 
ago he came and indiscriminately distributed 
this love of Krishna. He never considered 
whether one should or should not get this prema. 

We sing this verse (Cc. Mi 1.4): 

anarpita-canm drat karunyavatirnah kalau 
samarpayitum unnatojjvala-rasam sva-bhakti-sriyam 

Anarpita-canm means that in other ages, in 
other incarnations, this krsna-prema had not 
been given. It is only given in caitanya-avatara. 
Five hundred years ago when Krishna came 
as Chaitanya Mahaprabhu he distributed this 
prema freely to one and all, therefore he is 
known as mahd-vaddnydya-avatdra. 

Only Theoretical 

Krishna is suhrdam sarva-bhutanam, the only 
well-wishing friend of all living entities [Bg. 
5.29]. Previously, when Krishna came to this 
material world he gave the most confidential 
instructions to Arjuna in the GTtd. The seven 
hundred verses of the GTtd contain the essence 
of all the Vedic scriptures. The GTtd Mdhdtmya 
(text six) states: 

sarvopanisado gavo dogdha gopala-nandanah 

partho vatsah su-dhir bhokta dugdham gltamrtam mahat 

" Sarvopanisadah" — "all Upanishads", 
means the Vedas. Those Upanishads have 
become a cow. Gopdla-nandana , Krishna, be- 
came the milkman taking milk from that 
cow. This milk is gTtdmrta, the nectar of the 
GTtd, and pdrthah, Arjuna, is the calf. Un- 
less there is a calf the milk cannot come out. 
The nectarean milk of GTtd-vdnT, the teach- 
ings of the GTtd, came out and has been dis- 
tributed to one and all. Gopdla-nandana gives 
this because he is the only well-wishing 
friend of all living entities. 



Later, while in his abode, Krishna was think- 
ing, "The people of Kali-yuga cannot under- 
stand or practice the GTtd in their lives. So how 
can they be delivered? How can they ap- 
proach me? I have only spoken theoretical 
knowledge. Kali-yuga is an especially de- 
graded age. It is full of sinful activities. The 
consciousness of the people is low and de- 
graded. They cannot understand the GTtd, 
because I have not set an example how to 
develop prema to Krishna and to surrender." 
So he came as Gaura. One who has not de- 
veloped love for Krishna cannot surrender. 
One will only surrender oneself completely 
to the person who is loved the most. Other- 
wise it is not possible. 

Two Causes 

There are two types of causes, antaranga, 
internal, and bahiranga, external. The exter- 
nal cause of the advent of the Lord is yuga- 
dharma pracdra, krsna-ndma-sankTrtana pracdra 
— preaching the religion of the age, preach- 
ing the congregational chanting of the holy 
names. But there is an internal cause why 
Shyamsundar became Gaurasundar. There 
were three desires he had to fulfill for him- 
self: rddhdydh pranaya mahimd — he wanted 
to know what is the glory of Radharani's love; 
dsvddhyo yenddbhuta-madhurimd — he wanted 
to know what is it that she relishes in him; 
and saukhyam cdsyd mad-anubhavatah — he 
wanted to know what is the happiness she 
gets by relishing that love (Cc. ddi 1.6). 

In Caitanya-caritdmrta (ddi-lTld 3.19-21, 26) 
Kaviraj Goswami describes Krishna's own words: 

yuga-dharma pravartaimu nama-sankirtana 
cari bhava-bhakti diya nacamu bhuvana 

"I will initiate the yuga-dharma, ndma- 
sankTrtana, and make the whole world dance. 
I'll give four principle rasas, loving mellows, and 
make the whole world dance by chanting Hare 
Krishna." There are five principle mellows: 
santa, ddsya, sakhya, vdtsalya, and mddhurya, i.e., 
neutrality, servitorship, fraternity, filial affection 
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and conjugal love. But Mahaprabhu said, 
"cari-bhava-bhakti diya nacamu bhuvana". He 
gives only four rasas, not five. Santa is cut 
out. He is only giving dasya, sakhya, vatsalya, 
and madhurya. 

Teaching by Example 

apani karimu bhakta-bhava angikare 
apani acari' bhakti sikhaimu sabare 

"Assuming the mood of a devotee, I'll in- 
carnate myself. I'll teach one and all how 
to practice devotional service to Krishna by 
observing it myself in my own life." This is 
Mahaprabhu's motto: apani acari dharma 
apani sikhai — You should practice and 
teach by your own practical example in 
your daily life, not just by theoretical speak- 
ing. This is Mahaprabhu. 

apane na kaile dharma sikhana na yaya 
ei ta' siddhanta gita-bhagavate gaya 

If you do not practice in your life, you can't 
teach others. You have no right to teach. 
Mahaprabhu said, you cannot teach this 
dharma-tattva , this nama-sankirtana-dharma, 
unless you yourself practice it. This is the con- 
clusion given in the GTta and Bhagavatam. 

Krishna doesn't come in every Dvapard- 
yuga. He comes only once in a millennium, a 
kalpa. In one kalpa each yuga comes two thou- 
sand times. Similarly, Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu only comes once in a kalpa. The 
previous age was the Dvapard-yuga in which 
Krishna came himself. This Kali is a special 
Kali-yuga. It is called dhanya-kali because 
Mahaprabhu himself came. Mahaprabhu 
doesn't come in other Kali-yugas. Krishna 
describes how the yuga-dharma is given: 

yuga-dharma-pravartana haya amsa haite 
ama vina anye nare vraja-prema dite 

In other Kali-yugas one of the plenary por- 
tions of Chaitanya comes and initiates the 
yuga-dharma. But that expansion cannot give 
vraja-prema, love of Krishna. They only ini- 
tiate this hari-nama-sankirtana. They can never 
give this prema. Only Krishna can give that. 
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Serving the Devotees 

Those persons who have taken birth in this 
age are very fortunate, because in this spe- 
cial Kali-yuga Krishna himself came as 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and gave this 
prema. To get this prema is the supreme per- 
fection of human life. The devotees of 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, their servants and 
the servants of their servants, practice 
Mahaprabhu's teachings in their life. If one 
is fortunate to serve them they may also get 
this prema and thereby attain the supreme 
perfection of human life. 

Prabhodananda Saraswatipad says in 
Chaitanya-candramrta (text 22): 

acarya dharmam paricarya visnum 

vicarya tirthani vicarya vedan 
vina na gaura-priya-pada-sevam 

vedadi-dusprapa-padam vidanti 

Those who follow the rules of varndsrama- 
dharma, worship Lord Vishnu, visit holy pil- 
grimage places, and study the Vedas, but do 
not serve the lotus feet of the dear devotees 
of Lord Gaura cannot understand the tran- 
scendental abode of Vrindavan, which is be- 
yond the reach of the four Vedas. 
— From a class on Sri Caitanya-caritamrta adi 4.225-226 on 
31 March 1989 in Bhubaneswar, Orissa. 

Krishna has Become 
the Son of Sachi 

Govinda Das 

(GaurT-raga) 

nanda-nandana gopijana-vallabha 

radha-nayaka nagara syama 
so saa-nandana nadlya-purandara 

sura-muni-gana-mano-mohanadhama 

Lord Krishna, who is Nanda's son, the gopis' 
beloved, Radha's lover, a hero of amorous pas- 
times, and dark in complexion, now has be- 
come Saci's son. He is the ruler of Nadiya. He 
charms the hearts of the demigods and sages. 

jaya nija-kanta- kanti-kalevara 

jay a jaya preyasT bhava-vinoda 

jaya vraja-sahacan- locana-mahgala 
nadiya-badhujana-nayana-amoda 
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Glory to the Lord, whose bodily complex- 
ion is now like that of his beloved! Glory glory 
to the Lord, who enjoys pastimes of feeling 
the ecstatic love his beloved feels! Glory to the 
Lord who brought auspicious bliss to the 
vraja-gopis' eyes and who now delights the 
eyes of the girls in Nadiya! 

jaya jaya srldama sudama-subalarjuna- 

prema-pravardhananava-ghana-rupa 

jaya rdmddi sundara priya sahacara 
jaya jaya mohana gaura anupa 

Glory glory to the Lord whose form is dark 
like a new raincloud and who is the ecstatic 
friend of Sridama, Sudama, Subala, and 
Arjuna! Glory to the Lord who was the dear 
and glorious companion of Balaram and a 
host of gopa boys! Glory, glory to the Lord 
who now manifests a fair form, charming 
and peerless! 

jaya ati-bala balardma priydnuja 

jaya jaya nitydnanda dnanda 
jaya jaya saj-jana- gana-bhaya-bhanjana 

govin da-dasa-asa-an u bandha 

Glory, glory to the Lord who was 
Balaram's dear younger brother! Glory, 
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glory to the Lord who now delights 
Nityananda! Glory, glory to the Lord who 
breaks into pieces the fears of the saintly 
devotees! Glory to the Lord whose associa- 
tion Govinda Das yearns to attain! 

jaya jaya sn-srinivasa guna-dhama 
dina-htna-tarana prema-rasayana 

aichana madhurima nama 

(Refrain) Glory, glory to the Lord who is the 
goddess of fortune's shelter, who is the abode 
of all virtues, and whose sweet holy name 
carries the nectar-elixir of spiritual love, an 
elixir that rescues the poor fallen souls! 

kancana-varana harana tanu su-lalita 

kausika vasana viraje 
prema nama kahi kahata bhagavate, 

aiche varana tanu saje 

Glory to the Lord whose graceful form is 
now more splendid than gold, who is glori- 
ously arrayed in silken garments. Describing 
the glories of the holy name, He speaks from 
SrTmad Bhagavatam. His form is now fair. 

nija nija bhakata, parisada sangati 

prakatahi caranaravinda 
niravadhi vadane, nama virajita 

radhe krsna govinda 

He is accompanied by His devotees. Now 
His lotus feet are visible in this world. With- 
out cessation the holy names "Radhe!", 
"Krishna!", and "Govinda!" are gloriously 
manifest in His mouth. 

yugala-bhajana guna- iTla-asvadana 

grantha kalpa-taru hate 
tuya vine adhame sarana ko deyaba 

govinda-dasa anathe 

He relishes the nectar of the divine 
couple's qualities, pastimes, and devotional 
service. He holds the desire tree of scrip- 
tures in His hand. O Supreme Lord! But 
for you, who will give shelter to fallen, 
helpless Govinda Das? $$2 

— Govinda-ddsera PaddvalT. Basumati Sahitya Mandir. 
Kolkata. Bengali. 

— Unknown translator. The Acarya's Songs and Poems Glo- 
rifying Lord Gauranga and Lord Govinda. Found in the 
Vaisnava Folio Archives. Compiled by Sri Narasingha 
Caitanya Matha. No date. 



